Announcement of plaque dedication in the Lincoin Evening Courier, Fri., July 18, 1941
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This article 1s from

the Lincoln Evening
Courter, July 21,1941,
about the dedication of
the plaque saying
Abraham Lincoln
practiced law in the
building that later
became the first Lincoln
Christian Church when
the circuit court was
held there while the Logan
County Courthouse was
being rebuilt.

Article kindly located
and provided by

Mr. Bill Donath,
researcher at The
Logan County
Genealogical &
Historical Society.

The article includes

the main dedicatory

address given by

Judge Lawrence B. Stringer,
citing J.H. Beidler's
reminiscence, published in

the Lincoln Herald in

the 1880s, in which Beidler says
someone told him the substitute
judge Beidler said he saw

in the 1857 court in the
pre-church building was

"Abe Lincoln of Springfield."

Judge Stringer passed away in 1942.

‘Rev. Gale Hollingsworth, of Emden;
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'Dedlcatlon

Impressive ceremonies mnrked
the unveiling of the bronze tablet,
telling of the incident of Abraham
Lincoln sitting as a judge of
Logan county circult court in 1857
in the Lincoln Christian church, in
an outdoor service - held Sunday
afternoon at the church and Latham
park. .

The Rev. Earl C. Hargrove, pastor
of the church, spoke bripfly on
Abraham Lincoln's reverence,-an at-
tribute that marked him as a world
leader, and Judge L. B. Stringer told
of the historical events surrounding
Lincoln and his connection to thet
church and the community.

Assisting in the program were:

Rev. G. W. Terjung, of Lincoln; C.
W. Routson and Ben Leisch, who
presented the tablet to Harry Foster.
president of the Men's club who in
turn presented it to Paul Coffman.
president of the joint church board
Spencer Littleton, sang, accom-
panied by Mrs. David Hanger; Mr
Hanger played an organ prelude:
Vincent' Jones leAd in community
singing and A. D. Dike, of the
V.F.W. and Fred Kochendorfer, of
the American Legion. lead the audi-
ence in the pledge to the flag.




Lincoln's Reverence.
“Reverence certainly was not
lacking in the life of Abraham Lin-
coln', Rev. Hargrove said. "It was
reverence for truth that led Lincoln,
on July 17, 1858, to make his cele-
brated "house-divided-against-itself”
speech, in opposition to the advice
and protest of many of—his closest
friends. To their suggestion that it
,would defeat him in his contest with
‘D'Gm{tm;‘ Tor the United—States—Sen=
ate. he replied: 5

“This thing has —been rctardecr
long enough. The- time has come
when these sentiments should be ut-
tered, and if it is decreed that I
should go down ~linked with the
truth—let me die the advocacy of
what is just and right.”

“Charges have been made from
time to time thgt Lincoln was an
agnostic, an infidel.and an atheist.
Usually such charges have originats
ed with men who were, themselves;-
skeptically inclined, and who evi-
dently desired to place—Lincoln in
their class because —of the support
which his name would bring to their
cause. The refutation of all such.
charges is found in—Ebsin's Iifé]
as revealed in his words and deeds.

“In view of the reverence which]
Lincoln always manlifested in all the
relations-of life,-it is certainly most
fitting, and _ perhaps_more -than-
mere coincidence, that the last “@ct
of c?ﬁgres:hzltgn&d by himwas one
requ g e motto, 80 -cons
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gy nnt{ ‘the early * history of
.- AR “Lincoln . ran in paralell
o pyes . h@n they did not g\ctunlty
' -;'- ge-Hpon each offier.
Hen\deputy surveyor of Sanga-

DR&NR Wwas-a- bart of Sangamon he’

Wl‘yed highways and a tow nsnto~
‘Logan County. . |

“*When a member .bf the Sjate
‘Eegiﬂafure and wha tis now Logan
.Wwas a part of his district, he was
it e aulho:‘ of the bill wbich carved
—dut of Sangamon and gave
:,‘tiozan County separate civic life
" “When serving a single term in
iConxress Logan County was like-
a part of his district
=, “As alawyer, he was for deveral
: 7ears the teniative official lawyer
_of the county and he practiced law
on the old and famous Eighth Judi-
cial Circuit in four different court
houses in Logan County, one at old
Poctville, the {irst county seat, one
—-lt Mt. Pulaski, the second county
munty seat, and two at Lincoln,
.ithh‘d and present county seat.
“The events we commemorate
godny have to do with Abraham
Lincoln, with the third court house
- of Logan County, with a piloneer
house of worship upon the site
—3where we now stand and with the
‘O}d"ﬁghth Judicial Circuit so
‘famed in Lincoln story. -

« _ “Judicial circuits in those days.

—owing-to the sparsity of population,
o ﬁmﬁs numerous and more ex-
tensive than now and a single judge.
“Instead of three as now. handled all

' 'f‘&ll'ﬁ" ‘history ‘of - Logan |

th{igty, ‘when “what . is . now.

#he legal business of the circuit.
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“By stage coach, horseback _and |
borse-drawn chaise, over obscure
frails and bridgeless streams. the
Judge toilsomely traveled the cirguit
fronr. county seat to county seat
and as the smaller county seats had
few 1fany lawyers the lawyers of
the larger caqunty seats followed |
the judge around the circuit,

v “Th€-Old Eighth Judicial Clrecuit
d Lineoln tradition and story was

in the same month and

year that Logan county was created,
namely the month of February,
~ 1839, Logan courity was always a
part of'that circuit from its creation
—unitil after the Civil War and Abra-

DAl ld.ncoln traveled that circuit
~Bom ‘gooh after his admission to
AANe-URr until he was elected Pres-
2 the United States.

N Postville  was the first

by of the county, Judge
eli H.' Treat was the circuit

¢3vin. 1848, when Mt Pulaski
e e -county—seat, Judge
7is, of Bloomington was
Aircuit judge and he served
city both at Mt. Pulaski
‘until -he

resigned in |
Judde Davis resigned




was that one of the lawyers who
had practiced before hm at Mt.
Pulaski and Lincoln, Abraham Lin-
“coln, had become President of the
United ' States and had elevated
Judge Davis from a frontier Illi-
nois circuit to the Supreme Court
of the Nation.

“Four years prior to the events
we commemorate today, the rail-
road had first come to Logan coun-
ty and on its right-of way three
enterprising young -men hadd laid
out a new townsite, which in honor—
of .their personal Triend and incor-
porating lawyer they named Lin-
| coln, t_he only town in the world
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few and primitlve,
“The town -of Ligcoln was but

four years old and posseased g
* single gchool building but no com-
| pleted  church. Several ehurch
-socleties had been organized the
year before and thrée had churches
in process 'of erectlon. . . -,

“The most commodious ef thede
three, the nearest to ‘the public¢
squaro and the nearest to comples
ttion  was
church located off the site where
we now stand. The Lincoln Chris-
tian church soclety is the . only
church society erccting a church
building in Lincoln in ghe fiftles
which is still worshipping on the
original kite.

“By the time of the September
1857 session of the Logan coupty
circuit court, the Christian church
of Lincoln was pralticaly complet-
ed, although the building had not

sogiety by the contractor and c
church had not yet been dedicatgd.
“Arrungements were therefare
made for the use of the church
building for the September sesslon
of the Logan county circuit court
{and the same was held in the build-
ing from September twenty-first
to October second, Sundays except-
ed, Judge Davis presiding except on
one historic occasion. -
“Among the earlier educators of
this county was onc Dr. J. H. Beid-
ler, of ML Pulaski, a man of liter-
ary and poetie talents, who in 1861
was elected School Commisioner
for Logan county, an office now
known as County Superintendent
of Schools. In the middle elghties,
he wrole reminiscences of his early
sxperiences and they were pub-
lished in the Lincoln Herald.
Among other things he said:

the Lincoln - Christian.

yet been turned over to the church’

b

performed duties as a judge in
Judge Davis' absence.
[ TFrederick Trever Hill in his

1w

“'l saw Lincoln for the first time
in the village of Lincoln, in Logan
county. The Logan county court
housc had been destroyed by fire
and court was held at the time in
the Christian_church.

"“'As I entered the court room, I
discovered that Judge Davis was
not occupying the bench but that
another man and one I had never
seen was dispensing _justice. His
rulings were so rapid and his lan-
guage was so pertinent that I felt
he must be a legal gentleman of
eminence.

"'l inquired who he was and was
informed that he was Abe Lincoln
of Springfield.'

“In this connection, it may be
truthfully said that Mr. Lincoln
was nover elected at any time as a
judge of any court. Nevertheless,
it may be as thruthtully said that by
agreement of judge and contesting
lawyers, Mr. Lincoln temporarily

“Lincoln the Lawyer" says:
- ~Judge Davis frequently as-
signed Lincoln to the bench and
left him (o conduct the court in his
absence. Judge Weldon informed
the writer that he personally tried
4 jury case with Lincoln on the
Whitney asserts that
once Lincoln conducted an entire
term of court in Champaign coun-

“Afler ncarly a half century of

rvice, the original—Christian
reh bullt on this site in-1857 was
& of reconstruction and en.




‘ AEAL

“All“the umable’ mnterlalu in thu
original churc.h ‘Were  incorporated
in-the new: - Many of . the Jgdme
hand:hewn beams and glrders sup-
port “the roof,” orlginal  pows ..are
still-utllized and the aame old: lniL
talls to- worghlp

“The present churgh Is b 'pﬁyuicll
contifupation of the bullding”
yhich Abraham Lincoln held qoum
and practiced law; It is b dally re-:
minder 6f the contribution he mn;lo.
to honest popular government
of thé Christlan faith the pibnq
brought' to the prairies of contrnl
Illinois.

“In the cnrly duyn of Logan coun-
ty. the old Postville court house
was the community.church. ‘It was
only turn about and fair play, that
in Tater yéars a church should be a
temporary Logon county courl
house.

“The Mosaic law of the Scriptures
is the basis of all gyod law. Courlr
have been Instituted for the dis-
pensing of justice belween man
and man. Justice is an inherent at-
tribute of Deity. The church and
the courts have that which is-in
common.

“It is certainly fitting and appro- |
priate that the associations which
hang about this church structure
should be commemorated in bronze
recital upon its walls. It'is fitting
that the contacts of the great Lin-
coln with these surroundings in his
formative years should thus be res
membered.

“The Lincoln of those days was
a8 provincial Lincoln, known to a
rural circuit und a frontier state
The Lincoln we know today is a
Lincoln of world-wide thought, in-
fluence and powen The Lincoln
of those days was a Lincoln of peri-
sdi¢ envifonment.  Thé Lmeoln of
today “belongs to the ages." :

“Lincoln grew as his world wid-
ened. The world of his youth was’
the valley of the Ohio. The world
of his maturer years was the great-
er valley of the Mississippi. The
world of his Presidency was the
whole round world, as he found it,
and the issues he faced and the
manner in whjch he faced them
gave him immortality.

“Kentucky gave him to Illinois,
by way of Indiana, as the forest
ranger. Illinois gave him to the]
Republic in thé hour of—its peril.
The Republic gave him (o the

world as the Morning-Star of Hu-
manity.” 3l

DEK. 7 |




Below is the photo in the plaque dedication article. The original photo quality in the newspaper is poor, and
the microfilm version of the newspaper makes it even poorer. The newspaper caption follows the photo. The
article also included a photo of the plaque, but the quality is so poor on the microfilm version that the text is
unreadable The next page contams a photo of the plaque rowded to me in 2007 by church ofﬂuals

. W .
urch Unvei 5" Lm__._

Unveiling of a memorial plaque
telling of Abraham Lincolns serv-
iIce as an acting judge on the cir-
cuit court bench at the time the
Logan county circuit court was held
temporarily in the original Lincoln’
Christian church, was held Sunday
afternoon with Judge L. B. Stringer.
historian, as the principal speaker.
Left to right: Paul Coffman, presi-
dent of the joint board of thce
church; Ben Leisch and C. W.
Routson, members of the Men's
club; Judge L. B. Stringer. Rev
Earl C. Hargrove. E. H. Lukenbill.
who presided. and Harry Foster
president of the Men's club. The
plaque. pictured below. was the gifi
of the Men's club of the church.
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ml.thm. of the First Christian church, which was built in 1857 on

ckapoo streets, on the present site of the church. It was in this

furnished by Miss Jennie Martin, a member of the congregation, and

: thut Abriham Lincoln acted as a judge of the circuit court, the. only

n capacily. Unveiling of a plagque telling of the incident will be held at 3 p, m,
1y Latham Park




The following is a 1975 photo of the plaque discovered by Lincoln Christian Church
officials in 2007, and this photo shows the plaque’s text: "Pending erection of a new courthouse
for Logan County to replace one destroyed by fire in 1857, the original Christian Church built on
this site that year was used as both Church and Circuit Courtroom and here Abraham Lincoln
practiced law and by common consent acted as temporary judge and the material in the original
church was preserved and used in the present church in 1904." ("Common consent” means that
the lawyers on both sides agreed to allow another lawyer to substitute for the regular judge.)
Most likely Judge Stringer wrote the text.

For more information about the history of the "Abe in church™ question, see
http://findinglincolnillinois.com/churches.html.

For Lawrence B. Stringer's biography and photos, see
http://findinglincolnillinois.com/historians.html#lbs.

(Please continue reading on the next page.)


http://findinglincolnillinois.com/churches.html

February 26, 2010

Curiously, when Mr. Bill Donath sent me the 1941 Lincoln Evening Courier article about
the plaque dedication, | was researching a picture of Abraham Lincoln included in J.H. Beidler's
1903 Poems. The only information Beidler gives about the picture is the caption: "The Capps-
Lincoln picture was presented Mr. Jabez Capps of Mt. Pulaski, Ills., by Lincoln about 1852, as
an old-style type. The picture was photographed for Hoke Beidler's book of poems in 1902.
Lincoln, Ills., November 1, 1902 (Hoke Beidler's Poems, 1903, p. 94). Jabez Capps was a friend
and political ally of Mr. Lincoln. (Pictures of Capps and Beidler are on the next page.)

The Capps-Lincoln Picture

This picture of Lincoln is also in Stringer's 1911 History of Logan County. The only
information Stringer gives is the caption: "Taken from a portrait presented by Mr. Lincoln to
Jabez Capps of Mount Pulaski, on one of Mr. Lincoln's visits to the Capps' home at that place”
(between pages 214 and 215).

I began to research this picture to find more information. The terms picture and portrait
in the captions are ambiguous. | wondered whether the original image photographed was a
drawing, painting, or other photograph. | was also curious about the creator. If the original image
dates to 1852, or earlier, | wondered whether this image has been previously unrecognized as one
of the earliest images of Lincoln. Bill Donath emailed me information specifically about this
picture as did history buff Phil Bertoni of Mt. Pulaski and history buff and genealogist Cheryl
Rothwell. I examined photos of Lincoln published in books and searched the Internet, including
a visit to the Web site of the Library of Congress. Information from these various sources
answered my questions. The story of that research has several interesting plot twists that can best
be told in a photographic essay. In the near future, |1 will publish that composition on my
community history Web site of Lincoln, IL: http://www.geocities.com/findinglincolnillinois/.
The essay is titled "Solving the Mystery of the Jabez Capps' Picture of Abraham Lincoln: A
Photographic Essay.” A version of this story will also be included in my book on the Lincoln
heritage of his first namesake town.



http://www.geocities.com/findinglincolnillinois/

Jabez Capps

(History of Logan County, Illinois, 1886, between pp. 748--749)

Hoke Beidler

Jacob Hoke Beidler, M.D.

(J.H. Beidler, Poems, 1903, no page humber)
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