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In Fatal Air Crash

Wreckage of the Capen monoplane In which Capt. Ernest Capen met
death while on & test flight north of Lincoln yesterday afternoon. The
plane was completely burned, leaving only n twisted heap of melal barts
contalning the pilot's body. The shaticred propelier and he Curtis

lenger motor are clearly shown.’ It Ix the type used In the 5L Louts
Robin. A steel rall on the C. and A. Lravks above was benl when ihe
plane struck. nose down.
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'FOR TRAGEDY
~ IN TEST SHIP

Pilot Foretold Death
~ Only Two Days

Before.

. tion engineer and

“® feet.

these will
night at the ing Y -
by Coroner E. C. Goff at the court- |
house at 7:30. -

Members of the coroner’s jury will | g
include Car! Moore, foreman; Gro-
ver C. Klest, C. O: Willlamson, Carl
Schmalgl, Charles Hirtman and
Charles Bichelli.

Witnesses will include J. W. Funk,
R. L. Ward, Jaek Probst and =a
number of other eye witnesses.

Ground observers and aviators at @
the flying field declared Capen
seemed to have lost lgteral control,
This is an involved matter Invoiving
tail and aerilon control, and has to
deal with plane balance.

Inspected Bhip.

James Funk of Ottawa, an avia-

of

fhe ety oo

r&{wpected ghip before

{f amd can advance ¥d 'ex-
act for the accident. He went
‘over the CO - carefully and ad-
justed Capen's parathute pack, after
whiech Capen msagde a take-
off and leveled off at, sbout 200

4

‘Capen nad been [ but a few
minutes when the t occurred.
He had circled over Lincoin Callege
campus and headed back toward
the Kruger elevator when (i was
seen he was having trouble with the
ship.

R. L. Ward, at the flying fleld,
where Funk, Robert SBheets ahd two
Chieago endurance fiyars were
watching the tests, was first to no-
tice trouble. As Capen aftempted a
bank Ward remarked that the plane
was wobbling. As W made the
remark Punk shouted thal the plane
was afire.

Burned Instantly. -

C, and A. section hands, &t work
south of Kruger, were gst Lo the
scene. It went oif sharply on one
wing and then dove esrthward {rom
a height of & few hundred feet.
Capen did not have time $0 don
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Designed.

P.2) Construction on

plane,” designed and

‘tain  Capen, was

‘July, 1828, It: was- a. md

'tiss Challenger, after the

| ing experience. He learned to fly|
Fort Wayne, |
and Leroy Thom , of Woodbury, [’

with a forty foot wing
a fuselage 26 feet in -
was first powered with

radial type mhu;_mh mgg-

placed the past sumimer hy

had burned out connecting-‘rods
initial tests. At the same ﬂmé‘ a

‘and the plane, during summer

showed great mm
Still Capen Was not satisfied. 'rne

plane handled easily as he phrased

“it, “could be.set down on & dime,”

having & low landing speed. He

rebuilt the machine again this fall, |
.and had flown six or seven hours

with the rebfilt plane before yvester-
dav's tragedy occurred.

Capen came to Lincoln two years
ago. after his parents had taken
over the Busy Bee restaurant here.
He interested local aviation enthus-
jasts and the Capen Alreraft Cor-
poration was ovganized. He also
conducted s flying'sehool, and gave
instruction to o number of student

{lvers
Flew Before War.
pen had fourteen years of fly-

from Art Smith, of

Conn., ploneer

later alr mail oilots. Both his com-

panions preceded him in death, |
crashés.

and altl died in airplane

‘8mith died three years agg Ip the

. Penmnsvivania motintains

Thompson was killed & year later

ing in six weeks time because of

He gave primary iristrugtion to |-

many cadet flyers and was credit-

ed by the government with 1850 of- |-
mmmmmm&mh»

' the army.

-new type of Curtiss witg was bullt, |

B

J-‘-nd *

A E——

-~

. e W

Otl. Er surviving relatives are the
following sisters and brothers: Mrs.,

Chicago: Charles'
Capen. Chicago; George Capen,!
Los Angeles, Cal: Marvin and
Bernard Capesi of Lincoln; alsoone !
half-brother, Vernon Capen, of Jo-
liet.

The funeral will take place at |
2:30 o'clock Monday afternoon from
the First Methodist church. with'
Rev.Stanley Ward in charge.|
Burial will be mede in Union ceme- |

Lery.

Ross Roberts,
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Cause of

Although no enuse was oflicially
determined by the coroner's jury
Hxing the responslibility for Udslirst
alrplane fatality In Logan colinty
thet coal the life of Caplain Frnest
J. Capen, killed when hix maono-
plane craghed and burned. #1 was
Lteatimony at the In-
,quest conducted by Coroner K. C.
/Oofl Balurday night that loss of
‘laters] control causedd the fatal
phinge. There was the added possi-
llily that the planc may have
;onnshl fire In rlight, due to a leak-
ink gasoline linc. but this  was
‘doubled by moslL cye witneases.

"¥he jury, plter hearing the testf..
ol mviators and ofher bye wit-
nesses, returmed a &lmple accident
verdict. which under the circum-
stances was All that remained (o be
done.
Capen, who alone could have lold

| what occurred to cause him to lose

" monoplane while

, Htude to maneuver his

control. was incinerated In  his
plane, end nething could be told
from the ship itsell, & twisted mass
of burned rods and wires.
“Accldentally kilied in a falllng
1 making =« tesl
Ilight one mile north of Lincoln on
Nov. 16." read Lhe verdicl. Mcmbl-rs:

rof the jury were. Carl Moore, fore-

man; Grover C. Kiest. C. O. Wil-
llamson, Carl Schmulzl. Charles
Hirtman and Charles Bichelll
Low Altitude Falal,
Tivére were several

bits of Num-
Inating testimony at IIM

none that threw sulflelent hght on
the accldent to stund as couvineing
proof.

That Capen could  have wilked
#llve from hiy plane alter a :nfe
londing if he had had sulficient al-
shilp nlter
faulty control developed., wins nereed
by James Funk und B L Ward,
Hyers, whn witnessed  the  (nkeol)
und crash. Floyd Pace, former srmy
and alr mall pllot. who wis nol
present at the time. but who hed
flown with Capen. and who aitend-
ed the Inquest. agreed with them
Funk and Ward satd that  when
.Capen leveled off he’ wus belween
250 and 300 feet .and he lost control
and went Into a fatal nose dive be-
low thut alttude. giving him no

‘chance to make n dead-siick land-

ing. or even to don his parachute
Thought Ship Afire.

Funk was of the opinion the slap
wis on flre as It wenl into that
deudly forward sllp. Asked whether
Capen would have passiblv had Hime
Lo escape over the slde in s pora-
chute at that low altitude Funk re-
plied In the negntive

“You think only ol the present,

There Is no thought ol the tuture
With flames coming up in vour
tace. you think onlv of that fipst

Funk spoke slowly and sadly e
IS no stranger to srplane aceidents
His hair s premuturely shat with
gray and he weurs » metal plute (o
his skull

Fail Determine Exact ?

|
I

Capen Crash

Tested for Ralance.
That Capen wus alruwd ot b
plane after the Intest rebulldimg e

| periment was told he Conreer iy
Wnrd.

TCap was wlrald the !.'hip wins Tl
heavy after he had moved the wing

' huck louvteen iac? 1o ninke more
room in Lhe ecock,y i he wad e
Swas nnt guite sutisted with the bad-
anee. He told me thint onee prevy
ously he had  loar dnternl contenl
!:md haad flown ten mides betore he
brought her ouf ot o, wl T 1nlkd
Iim that would hnve bheen Just noee
miles too many [or me T advised
"him Lo get plenty ol sdttude and af
L the ship [adled to respond on o bank
1o set it down In the neavest esel
hield regardless  of whee b wan
You can pay for dionage 1a o crop
loty easler than lor o lite

Gieorge Gay, luspectar Troan the
U. B department ol commerce at-
tenddedd  Lthe Inguest and goestinned
Cupen’s associntes. He will mnke n
report on the accuwdent  as 1w done
by Inspectors wheneveran e frag-
edy occurs. Gay was | here several
weeks ago Lo make preflnunnrey me-
, chanical Inspection nl 1he plane
! Standard coptrols were twwed by
Capen, although they wrre ol sev-
eral typrs and adupted to conlorm
lo the construction of thus  type
monopldne. Originally he used vod
controls but had substituted cuhle
controls.

Ward Testiflrs

Robert L. Ward., of Decatur. =
former llcensed pllot. was the 1irst
witnhess, Capen's motor was work-
ing perfectly at the takeoff, hr s~aw!
There had been Lrouble in the mormn-
Ing getting the molor started, and
Capen had brought out some ether
al noon Lo facllitale starting.

Capen took off In a croxs wind
and leveled off at 250 [eert. circled
across the C. and A. lracks and
then back. He came around in a
vertical bank and just west of the
tracks nosed down In & [forward
allp.

I ahouted ‘there he gors’” Ward
said, "and then the plane hit and
a bursl of flame shot up. I did nol
ace Ne@mes whilé the ship was In the
air. Il it was on fire. it was logieal
to make a4 vertical bank to fan out
the fire and then try L side-slp
down.

“If the ship wak-not on fire in
‘the aiy, several: things might have

i ey
o ot B L 4 R :
sod Joss of Yar(|eal cofiirol. fimgee
[l’lttllmn and melal work..was doiie
ln! the Lincoln Cusket Co. factory.
Designed Plane.
i Construction on the first Capen
' plane, deslgned and bullt by Oap-
{tain Capen, was begun by the
i Capen Alrergft Corpordtion here in
CJuly, 1a28. It was a monoplane
y with »
" H

 was first powered with an Ansanl,

[rntllal type motor. but this was re-

er.by & Cur- 230«
|““°°d e P 4 Anzanl the First Methodist chuvch,

‘tisx Challenger, nfler the

forty fool wing spread, and Bernarc
furclage 26 feet In length. It half -brother,

had burned out connecting rods oh
inftlal testz Al the same time a!
new type of Curllss wing was bullt,
and the plane, during summer lesta,
showed great cllmblng- abllities.

Sul Caren was not satiatied. The
plane handled easlly as he phrased |
It, “could be set down on & dime,”!
having A low landing speed. He|
rebullt the mochine agein this fall,
und had flown six or seven hours |
with the rebQilt plane before vester-
day's tragedy occurred.

Capen eame to Lineoin two years
ngo, after his parents had tuken
over the Busy Bee restaurant here.
He Interested local nviation enthus-
iaxts and the Oapen Adreraft Cor-
poration wus orgbnieed. He also
conducted n flying sehool. and gave
instruction to o number of student
flvers.

4 Flew Before War.

Capen hoad fourteen years of fly-
lug cxperience. He learned to rly|
from Art Smith, of TFort Wayne,
nnd Leroy Thompson, of Woodbury,
Conii., ploneer exhibition fl and
iuter aft rhail bilots. Both his com-
panions’ precedbd him In .deth,
and ull died In ulrplane creshes.
Smith died thres years agg lp tho
‘Pannsylvania mioontains " "Whd
Thompson was killed o' yedr 'later
‘while flying the oasferty divikion of
the air mail service. THe three hid
givan numerous rying and sunting
exhibltions at-coutty fafs! '

Instructor At Fellyl*

The first planes flown by Oapen
were of the pushér type. During
the wdr Capen sefved' al ‘Kelly |
Pleld. S8an Antonlo, Tex., whére he
was commissionod captnin, duniify-
fng 1 six ‘weeks time beeausce of
previouin expérience.

He guve primary instrugtion to
many cadet flyers and was credil-
ed by the government with 1850 of-
flolnd hours In the alr while with
the army. . :

Prior to vesterday, Capen hud
never had a serlous nccldent, al-
though he had landed disabled
plenes with but slight ‘dnmage.

Saved Stunter's Life. L

On May 20, last yvar. Capenj
saved the iife of B B ZBrc:wurn.i
neriul stunt performer, when the

Jatter fainted while suspended om n |
Bar beneath the wing of Capenh's .
plane In an éxhibition north of this .
city. Capen landed the plane with
the opposite wing down, smashing
the the propellor and one wing, but
paving the unconsclolis Brown un—|
der Lthe clevated wing. '™~

Mr Capen wag horn In Ondrga,

‘Tl.. ant was married o Mlu\
Beulak’ Jones “hri Bdwardsvilie,
March 10, 1925. Besides the par-

ants, Mr. and Muvs, Charles Capen,

of Lincoln, and the widow, two
small ohildron #xurvive, Charfotte
Jean and n  babyv  boy. Merle
Leroy.

Otl.er surviving reintives are the
following sisters und brothers. Mrs.

Ross Roberts, Chicago: Charles
| Cupen.  Chlenro, Civorge Capen,
lLos  Angeles, Cal . Marvin and

| Capest of Lincoln: nlsoone
Vernon Cnpen, ol Jo-
et
The tuneral will  tnke  phice ot
yelock Monday afternoon fromn
with
Rev  Stunley  Ward  In cluarge.
Durinl wil be made in Union ceme-
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LIFE SKETGH OF
-~ ERNEST J. CAPEN
i

The obituary of the late Ernest J.
{ Capen. president of the Capen Air-
cralt Corporation, whose funeral oc-
Icurred vesterday afternoon at the
First M. E. church. was read by
I Rev. Stanley Ward as follows
; Ernest J. Capen.
b Eroest ) Capen was born
Onarga, Ill.. and wuas the son vl
Charles S. and Elizabeth Capen
y  From his boyhood he had been
interested 11 Ilying He learned to
v Irom Art Smith of Fort Wavne
and {rom LeRov Thompson of
Woodbury, Coun

Mr Capen marned Miss Beulah
y Jones at  Edwardsville. 111, March
10, 1925 He caome 1o Lincoln iIn
1928 and tormed the Capen Air-
cralt Corporation He also conduct-
'ed a [lving school and gave instruc-
tton to & number of student flyers.
| In this work ot bhuilding a plane he
|u.ua lollowing out an ambition that
had been uppermost in his mind for
i the Tast seven vears. He was known
a5 a most careful [lver.

He passed awav Friday altemoon
north o! Lincoln while he was en-
| gaged o omaking a test !light
. He wus a man who, was deeply
devoted Lo His parents and to his
family

He 15 survived by his wile and
two children. Charlotte Jean and.
Merle Leroy. He Is a survived by
his parents who live at 401 Sixth
St.. Lincoln. and u‘uni tollowing
brothers and sister: rne Capen.
of Joliet, Ill.; Charles ‘Capen, Chi-

cago, Ill.; Mrs. Ross R. Robert,s.l

Chicago: George Capen. Los An-
geles, Cal; Marvin Capen of Lin-
coln: Bernard Capen of Lincoln.
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