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CHAPTER XXVIL
LINCOLN CHAUTAUQUA.

Among the various educational movements that in more recent years
have spread their sphere of influence over the country, none have been
more potent in widening the local horizon and broadening the local
mind than what has been known and styled “the Chautanqua movement.”
Ten years ago “the Chautauqua movement” gained a foothold in Logan
County and the Lincoln Chautauqua, now a permanent institution of the
county, had its origin at that time. The “Chautauqua” name has heen
widely used and widely abused in being utilized too often to designate
what in reality are only temporary tent meetings in the woods. A large
number of these spring up with each summer and about as many die
with each fall. The Lincoln Chautauqua, with its spacious and beautiful
grounds of 120 acres, not leased or rented but owned in fee simple, with
its magnificent steel auditorium, its scores of handsome cottages, its
special buildings, its system of water works and sewage, and its extensive
equipment of various kinds-—with an investment representing some $50,-
000 in all—is differentiated from the ephemeral summer gatherings that
oftimes bear the “Chautanqua’ name,

The Lincoln Chautauqua had its birth at a public meeting held in the
city hall, in Lincoln, Dec. 6, 1001. This meeting was called for the
purpose of hearing proposals made by James H. Shaw, of Bloomington,
to conduct a Chautauqua in the summer of 1902, near the city of Lincoln,
His proposition was to supply all the talent for a Chautauqua assembly,
pay all expenses, receive all profits or make good all losses, provided the
citizens of Logan County would subscribe for Boo season tickets for the
proposed assembly. Pending an acceptance of this proposition, a com-
mittee was appointed, with J. H. Boyd as chairman, to ascertain if the
required number of geason ticket subscriptions could be secured. At a
subsequent meeting, Mr. Boyd reported 815 tickets subscribed, whereupon
Mr. Shaw’s proposition was accepted and an organization was at once
formed, known as “The Lincoln Chautauqua Association,” the season
ticket holders to form the membership of the said association. The fol-
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lowing officers were then elected: E. G. King, president; D. H. Harts,
Jr., secretary; Henry Traub, treasurer; E. G. King, D. H. Harts,
Jr., Henry Traub, Joseph Landauer, Lawrence B. Stringer, Joseph Hod-
nett and Adam Denger, directors.

On April 12, 1902, the above directors applied for and received ar-
ticles of incorporation for the association and on May 1, 1902, the as-
sociation leased of Mrs. Ella W. Brainerd, for a term of three years, for
Chautauqua purposes, the lands now owned by the Lincoln Chautauqua
Association and which, in honor of their former owner and her generous
dealings with the organization, have been styled “Brainerd Park.” The
first assembly of the Lincoln Chautauqua was held upon these grounds,
July 25 to Aug. 4, 1902, the chief attractions being William ]. Bryan
and Sam P. Jones. Other, talent that year was John G. Wooley, Dr.
Krebs, Dr. J. L. Brandt, Wallace Bruce Amsbary, Edmund Vance Cooke,
Dr. Mcllrath, Father Burke and others. Following the first assembly,
the interest had so increased that a new contract was entered into between
the association and Mrs. Brainerd, on Sept. 10, 1902, whereby the
grounds occupied were leased for Chautauqua purposes, for a period of
ten years instead of three, at a nominal rental, and with the option re-
served to the association to purchase the grounds, at the price of $100
per acre, at any time within the said period of ten years. It was also pro-
vided that the association should have the right to erect such buildings
upon the said grounds, construct sewage, water works, driveways, etc,
as were deemed necessary to the proper use of the land.

The second Chautauqua assembly was held from Aug. 7 to 17, 1903,
and was managed and controlled by the association itself, the relations
existing between Mr. Shaw and the association in the conduct of the
first assembly having been dissolved. The leading attractions of the sec-
ond assembly were Father J. L. Vaughn, Maud Ballington Booth, Gen.
John B. Gordon and Gen. Fitzhugh Lee. The second assembly was a de-
cided success and was such as to warrant the promoters in believing that
it was the desire of the community in general that the Lincoln Chautanqua
should become one of the permanent institutions of the county. To ef-
fect this, it was decided that some sort of a permanent organization with
a permanent membership was needed to take the place of the annual
temporary membership based upon the mere purchase of season tickets
each year., There was also a demand for the private ownership of lots
in order that patrons might erect cottages thereupon, which could not
be done under the existing system. In addition, there was an immediate
necessity for the erection of an auditorium or pavillion, in which to hold
the various lectures and entertainments, in place of the large tent which
had been previously nsed for that purpose but which had proven in-
adequate. To this end, a committee was appointed, Sept. 14, 1903, to
suggest ways and means for a more permanent and substantial organiza-
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tion. The committee made its report in the shape of a proposed new set
of by-laws, which were adopted ‘Oct. 26, 1903, and which were to go into
effect upon the subscription to the same of 100 names.

The new by-laws provided that the association should be known as
“The Lincoln Chautanqua Association” and its object was stated to be
for the purpose of “owning, by lease or fee, a Chautauqua grounds or
public park within Logan County, Iillinois, and to maintain the same for
Chautauqua assemblies and for educational and other purposes. The
members of the association were to consist of those who would agree to
pay the sum of $100 in two installments, as calted for, the first install-
ment of $30 to be used to build an auditorium.and otherwise improve the
grounds, the second instaliment to be used for the purchase of the
grounds before the espiration of the period of the existing lease and
option to buy. Each membership entitied the holder to a perpetual lease
of one Chautauqua lot. The first officers elected under the re-organization
were 25 follows: President, E. G. King; secretary, L. B, Stringer; treas-
urer, Henry Traub; directors, E. G. King, L. B, Stringer, Henry Traub,
Joseph Landauer, L. C. Schwerdtfeger, J. H. Boyd and C. E. Gullett.
Soon after the reorganization the services of G. C. Cone, a landscape
architect, of Minneapolis, Minn., were secured to plat the grounds into
lots, avenues and parks and a topographical survey was made. On March
390, 1904, a contract was entered into with the Decatur Eridge Company,
of Decatur, 11, to erect the steel work and concrete foundations of an
auditorium building and scon after a contract was let for the lumber con-
struction of the structure and the gravel roofing for the same. The work
of construction began at once and the auditorium was ready for occu-
pancy for the sessions of the third assembly, which were held Aug. 11
to 21, 1904. The auditorium was designed under the supervision of
Thomas L. Blackburn and was the first auditorium of the kind erected in
the country. It has since become a popular design in auditorium construe-
tion and has been copied by a large number of Chautauguas throughout
the west. It is a steel framed structure, circular in form, 160 feet in di-
ameter, the posts set in solid concrete, seats about 4,500 people, has a
commodious platform and contains but a single interior post. It is lo-
cated on a hillside and the view is clear and unobstructed. The sides are
open to the free circulation of air. It is lighted by electric lights as are
also the entire grounds. The seats are arranged in circular tiers, am-
phitheatre style, the floor rising from the pits to the sides and rear. The
entire cost of the structure complete was in the neighborhood of $10,000.

Since the erection of the aunditorium, substantial improvements of
various kinds have been made upon the grounds, rendering them con-
venient and complete for 21l Chautanqua assembly and park purposes.
In 1904, a custodian’s cottage was erected at a cost of $1,000. One of the
first buildings erected on the grounds was the Masonic headquarters.
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The Lincoln National Bank also erected a commodious bungalow and
the First National Bank a log cabin, in which have been collected a
veritable museum of pioneer relics. Over thirty other artistic bungalows
and cottages adorn the grounds, where those residing in the same com-
bine the comforts of home with life close to nature. A system of arc
electric lights was installed on the grounds in 1905, to which was added
an incandescent system for tents and cottages in 1go8. A water system,
connected with the Lincoln water works system, was installed in 1907
at a cost of about $3,000. In 1907, a bayou of Salt Creek was deepened
and widened and converted into an attractive lagoon, surrounding a
wooded island. The transportation problem early confronted the pro-
moters, the terminus of the Lincoln street car line being about a mile from
the grounds. This was met by the organization of an independent street
car company stock in which was sold to the amount of $6,000, the said
company financing the construction of the line from the terminus of the
city line to the Chautauqua grounds, the Lincoln Street Car Company
running their rolling stock over this line under a special contract with
the independent line. In 1908, a magnificent administration building was
erected upon the grounds, having been presented to the association by
the lady friends of the Chautauqua, the funds for the same having been
secured by them and the work having been carried to completion under
their supervision. This building is 30 by 42 feet in dimensions, with two
spacious porches. Through the further efforts of the women of the
association, handsome concrete post and iron fence entrances have been
erected at the places of ingress and egress to and from the grounds. In
addition to the above improvements, bridges have been erected over the
ravines, a system of sanitary sewage introduced, roads and driveways
jaid out and the premises made generally attractive,

At a meeting of the association held Aug. 21, 1908, the second as-
sessment of $50 was ordered upon the membership of the association and
the funds so secured were used in paying for the original grounds, a deed
to the same being made to the association by Mrs. Brainerd, Dec. 19, 1908,
A contract of sale was also entered into between Mrs. Brainerd and the
association, providing for the further purchase of twenty acres additional,
immediately north of the original grounds, at the price of $200 per acre.
With this new addition, the Lincoln Chautauqua can boast of possessing
the largest and most beautiful Chautauqua grounds in the Central West.
They consist of about 120 acres of virgin forest, diversified by hill and
valley, creekside and rugged ravine. The platted lots occupy but a frac-
tion of the grounds, leaving ample space for woodland rambles and out-
door sports. The lot portion is arranged in circles, octagons and other
geometrical figures, leaving public areas in the camp. During the as-
semblies, the grounds are equipped with telephone, dining hall, stands of
various kinds, postoffice, news service, feed yards, automobile garage and
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the like. Among the talent that has appeared at the successive assem-
blies of the Chautauqua are the following:

1902. William J. Bryan, Sam P. Jones, John G. Wooley, Dr. J. L.
Brandt, Edmund Vance Cooke, Wallace B. Amsbary, Dr. Stanley L.
Krebs, Hale Johnson, Prof. A. Baylis, Dr. Mcllrath, Father J. J. Burke.

1903. Gen. John B. Gordon, Father J. L. Vaughan, Maud Balling-
ton Booth, Champ Clark, Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, H. W. Sears, Dr. Stanley
L. Krebs, Lulu Tyler Gates, Dr. J. L. Brandt, Elma B. Smith.

1904. William J. Bryan, Sam P. Jones, Mrs. John A. Logan, Dr.
Nacy M. Waters, Champ Clark, Charles H. Grosvenor, Father J. L.
Vaughan, Lou J. Beauchamp, Bishop Samuel W. Fallows, Dr. Edward
B. McDowell, H. W. Sears, Dr. E. L. Parks, Ross Crane, Ralph Bing-
ham, Mabel Church.

1905. Gov. Robert M. La Follette, Father J. L. Vaughan, George R.
Stuart, Dr. Iyenaga, Capt. Jack Crawford, Prof. J. Ernst Woodland, Dr.
Wilbur F. Crafts, Dr. David Paulson, Alton Packard, Mrs. Leonora M.
Lake, Maud Ballington Booth, Dr. Morgan Wood.

1906. Gov. Joseph W. Folk, Elbert Hubbard, Bishop J. C. Hartzell,
Pitt Parker, Frank Dixon, Reno B. Welbourn, Leonora M. Lake, Dr.
George M. Brown, Dr. D. W. Howell, Dr. William A. Colledge, “Sun-
shine”’ Hawks, Dr. David Paulson, Nina Lamkin.

1907. William J. Bryan, Richard P. Hobson, Frederick Ward, Gov.
J. Frank Hanly, Dr. Charles A. Payne, Herbert L. Cope, Reno B. Wel-
bourn, D. W. Howell, Father Francis Kelly, Wirt Lowther, Prof. James
Speed, Walter Thomas Mills, John B. Barnhill, Dr. L. G. Herbert.

1908. Gov. John A. Johnson, George R. Wendling, Gov. J. Frank
Hanly, Edward Amherst Ott, William A. (“Billy”’) Sunday, Dr. H. V.
Adams, Father P. J. McCorry, Strickland W. Gilliland, Prof. Paul M.
Pearson, Dr. Euclid B. Rogers, Edward Reno, Wilbur Starr, Lawrence B.
Stringer.

1909. “Billy” Sunday, William J. Bryan, Gov. Robert B. Glenn,
Frank Dixon, Leonora M. Lake, Ernst Wray Oneal, Col. George W.
Bain, Dr. Monroe Markley, Bishop Frank M. Bristol, Dr. Carolyn Geisel,
John B. Ratto, Adrian M. Newens, Bohumir Kryl.

1910. Gov. E. W. Hoch, Mrs. Philip Snowden, Col. G. A. Gearhart,
Carrie Nation, Charles R. Taggart, K. S, Inui, Dr. W. L. Davidson, Dr.
Geisel, William Sterling Battis, Bohumir Kryl.

The officers of the association since its inception have been as follows:
President, E. G. King, 1902-09; T. L. Blackburn, 1909-10; P. E. Kuhl,
1910—; vice president, J. H. Boyd, 1gog—; secretary, D. H. Harts, Jr.,
1902-03 ; L. B. Stringer, 1903-07; C. E. Gullett, 1907—; treasurer, Henry
Traub, 1902-06; James E. Hoblit, 1906-09; Thomas Ryan, 1909-10;
C. S. Oglevee, 1910—; directors, E. G. King, 1902-10; Henry Traub,
1902-06; Joseph Landauer, 1902-06; and 1907-08; Joseph Hodnett, 19oz-
03; L. B. Stringer, 1902-09; Adam Denger, 1902-03; L. C. Schwerdt-
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feger, 1903-06; James E. Hoblit, 1906-09; Charles H. Turner, 1906-10;
H. S. Bekemeyer, 1906-07 ; E. C. Perkins, 1908-09; Thomas Ryan, 1909-
10; J. H. Boyd, 1902—; C. E. Gullett, 1903—; P. E. Kuhl, 1905—;
Andrew Layman, 19o6—; T. L. Blackburn, 19o7—; D. H. Harts,
1907—; Robert Humphrey, 1909—; C. R. Corwine, 1909—; L. W.
Walker, 1909—; C. S. Oglevee, 1910—; W. H. Rigdon, 1910—; Louis
Shaffenacker, 1910—.



